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Re:  HB7271–AAC the Establishment of the Technical High School System as an Independent Agency 

 

Submitted by:  Joyce A. Wojtas – Mechanical Contractors Association of Connecticut (MCAC) 

 

The MCAC would like to go on record in support of HB 7271 establishing the CT Technical High School System as an 

Independent State Agency for the following reasons: 

 

 For many, many years, DOE has treated and continues to treat the CT Technical High School System (CTHSS) as 

a stepchild in the overall system of primary and secondary education. 

 

 The true value of the CTHSS has been overlooked far too often by those who prefer to concentrate on a plan to 

push students from secondary education into an ill fulfilled college system that subsequently offers remedial high 

school courses at college level prices to bring CT’s students’ academic skills up to our post-secondary level. 

 

 Students in grades 9-12, who are not interested in continuing their education at the 4-year college level, are often 

treated as second-class students, rather than encouraged and guided to pursue different avenues of education and 

professions provided by the CTHSS. 

 

 Connecticut must begin to recognize and promote the overwhelming educational value and economic vitality of 

the CTHSS career path and technical education. Many of the programs offered give students the theoretical 

knowledge and skills for entry-level jobs in many fields including construction and manufacturing and/or 

apprenticeship training programs that provide work/study for many life sustaining skilled/licensed trades. 

 

 Far too often, the familiar path promoted by the DOE and our educators is an expensive one that involves four 

years of significant student loans, several part-time jobs, and costs incurred by families, while the college grad has 

a degree, but cannot even find a job in their field of study. 

 

 Many CTHSS students continue on to college and their career path is usually successful because they have had 

some advanced training and insight into their field of study, while in high school. 

 

 An all out effort should be made to start enlightening students in the sixth, seventh and eighth grades about what 

is available for them at CTHSS.  Let them know that they have choices.  Such an approach would be much more 

educational and economical than spending $9.2 million+ annually to fund remedial education at CSCU. 

 

 H.G. Rickover, Vice Admiral, USN, author of Education and Freedom 1959 and American Education A National 

Failure (The Problem of Our Schools and What We Can Learn From England) 1963, would probably be shocked 

about the state of our educational system today, which is in worse shape than it was back then. Publisher E.P. 

Dutton wrote  “Admiral Rickover presents persuasive arguments for a thorough reform or our educational system 

and shows clearly that our educational standards are quantitatively and qualitatively inferior to European systems 

and thus totally out of step with the needs of modern society.” What about modern technological society today??? 

 

Please support HB7271 or at least establish a plan to place the CT Technical High School System on a level playing field 

with the regular public school system.  All Connecticut students will be the beneficiaries. 

Thank you. 

Joyce A. Wojtas, Lobbyist MCAC  joyce.wojtas@outlook.com    860-280-4623 
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